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SUBJECT: SPANISH ROYALTY VISITS COLOMBIA 

1 . THE FIVE DAY VISIT OF THE KING AND QUEEN OF SPAIN TO 

CARTAGENA AND BOGOTA OCTOBER 11-15 OVERSHADOWED MOST OTHER EVENTS 
OF THE WEEK. VERY LITTLE OF A CONCRETE NATURE RESULTED FROM WHAT WAS 
ESSENTIALLY A PUBLIC RELATIONS EXERCISE. 

2. GREETING THE ROYAL COUPLE IN CARTAGENA, LOPEZ EXPRESSED 
COLOMBIA'S SUPPORT FOR THE RETURN OF GIBRALTAR TO SPAIN AND 
SUGGESTED THAT, IN RETURN, SPAIN MIGHT "ACCOMPANY LATIN AMERICANS 
IN THEIR DESIRE TO RECOVER THE MALVINA (FALKLAND) ISLANDS, 

BELIZE, AND, ABOVE ALL, THE PANAMA CANAL "WHICH GRADUALLY SHOULD 
BE RETURNED TO OUR SISTER NATION." DURING A TOAST LATER IN THE WEEK, 
LOPEZ EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE THAT COLOMBIA BE THE CONDUIT FOR 
EXPANDED CONTACT BETWEEN SPAIN AND LA, AND HE PROPOSED THAT SPAIN 
BE GRANTED OBSERVER STATUS IN INTER- AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS 

(HE DID NOT SPECIFY WHICH ONES). DURING THE FINAL BANQUET, 

JUAN CARLOS EMPHASIZED THE FAMILY CONCEPT OF SPANISH-SPEAKING 
NATIONS AND URGED THAT, IN A WORLD OF FRAGILE AND OFTEN ARTIFICIAL 
ALLIANCES, SPAIN AND COLOMBIA SHOULD DEFEND AND PRESERVE THEIR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 10570 15 1827Z 
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PRESIDENT AGREED THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS 
TO EXPAND TECHNOLOGICAL, ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES. 

3. THE VISIT, WHICH APPARENTLY WENT WELL FROM THE BOGOTA 
VANTAGE POINT, GAVE JUAN CARLOS AND SPAIN FAVORABLE 
EXPOSURE. THE CHOICE OF DEMOCRATIC COLOMBIA FOR HIS FIRST 
STATE VISIT TO LA WAS SIGNIFICANT AS A REFLECTION OF JUAN 
CARLOS' COMPARATIVELY LIBERAL POLITICAL POSTURE, AND IN TURN 
COLOMBIA'S STATURE IN LA COMMUNITY WAS ENHANCED BY THE CHOICE. 
THE ONLY SOUR NOTE OF THE VISIT WAS THE DISPLEASURE OF 

THE SPANISH PRESS CORPS OVER PRESS ARRANGEMENTS AND SECURITY 
RESTRICTIONS. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE MADRID S COMMENTS ON SPANISH VIEWS 
AND REACTIONS TO THE ROYAL VISIT TO COLOMBIA. 

SANCHEZ 
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